Groningen, octobey 14, 2004
Dear friends,

Although it has been a long time since we last wrote, we have not been
kidnapped or disappeared in some far off land unbeknownst to anyone...
unless of course Wan&éan/wg off into the beautiful beech forests of The

Netherlands counts..!

The odometer on our English car showed that the last four months have been
rather nomadic ones for us: 5000 miles (yes, miles, not kilometers, but equal
to 8OO0 km) since the end OJLJ\/la(%,’ and the car couldn't count the distances
travelled by boat, train and plane!!

mthe lastweek of oune we finished our time at All Nations christian college
ina blaze of triumph and a flood of tears - so pleased to have perserved, in owr
studies to each earn a Bachelors of Arts (Honowrs) insiblical and
mtercultural studies but sad to be leaving the special community and good

friends that were the core of owr Lives for the last two years (forpeter) and,
three years (forxe ly).

July we spent tying up Loose endss in the uK: road trips tovisit friends to say
goodhye and a frenzy of cleaning our apartment and packing the majority of
ourbelongings to ship to canada. we, however, took our heavily-laden caron a
boat across the North Sea to The Netherland.s with the prospect of catching up
with peter's friends and fmm/by.

August was a month of delightful family holidays. To start with, we had two
weeks in sweden with peter’s father and his wife at their holiday house, also
with peter's two sisters and thelr families. owr bmvabbiwg héqhb[ghts were
salling up the oslo fjord, enjoying the statues in vigeland park in oslo
depicting people in different stages of Life, camp ing tnthe wild' tn our new
tent (except forthe half-hour Lm/zg battle to remove the many dozens gﬁt&/zy
ticks we found crawling up our legs and arms!) our days in sweden were both
restful and active; they included swimming in and rowing on the local lake,
cating wild blucberries aswe hiked through the forests, cosy dinners on the



veranda and various games with the children, like playing house under the
table! Following this holiday time, we stayed for aweek in a renovated barn in
Drenthe, a rural Dutch province, with peter's mother and her partner along
with peter's brother and sister and their families. peterwas a b(g hit with his
elght-year-old nephew... it had something to dowith computers and games!
Kellywas a favourite with the nieces and was in demand to sit beside at the
table and to play with - barblies, pba(gmob[bc and, friendship bracelets. Apart

Jrom playing, we also picked blackberries, qycled through the fields and
along the canals, visited an open-air museum and an old—fashioned village,
and ate real Dutch pancakes at a local cafe. it was great to catch up with the

Jamily and kelly's great excitement was that she could speak enough putch
to play with the children and understand basic group conversation.

August newsflash: we celebrated owr first W@dding annévcrsaw and are more
in Love than ever! Aand we are 3@1&7&514@ to know each other better and are
L@&Lming how to Live togathar. 1t (s both an art and a science... bwtfwn.’/

Septemberwas a month of eclectic holidays: twoweeks house-sitting in
Amsterdam, a quick visitto England for a wedding and to sell our car, a week
in Switzerland to see some college friends (we mcmagaab to fit in a mountain
hike too!) and a week of retreat ina cottage in the Gelderland (NL) forests.
Given all the weeks of hellos and goodhyes inrapid succession, we really
appreciated the week of time being neither guests nor hosts, to sit still and set
aside the daily pressures, to think and pray about whowe are and how we
want to express that among the wider community in the things we do in the
future. on the practical side, we booked plane tickets to vancouver for

November 3!

with this leave-taking looming, october is for us a more settled month, based
in Groningen (peter's hometown in the North of The Netherlands) at peter's
mum's house. we are focussing on connecting with friends here and
preparing for ourmove. Kelly continues to be enchanted by the mix of old and
new coexisting side by side in Europe - the horse drawn carriage beside the
tractor, the 14th century cloister now made into tasteful apartments, the
small boy walking along in his father's wooden clogs caryying the latest
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fawb-gamé, the jeans-clad workmen thatching a cottage in traditional style.
Although modern and up to date, Life in the 'old world' definitely has a
different flavour from Life in the mew world.’ peter will have his turn for
experiencing the difference in the coming months!

As we currently see the coming months, they will include staying with kelly's
parents upon our arrival invancouver while we find our feet. we are Looking
Jorward to this time spent under the same roof with them and with kelly's
brother pete before his Wé&LaLL/Mg in December: Eventually we hope to settle on
our own forawhile as we continue with the process of obtaining permanent
restdence for peter in canada, which requires that we stay in canada fortwo
years out of the next five. Butt Lest you think that we have abandoned our
overseas plans, we need to say that we are continuing to investigate and
Jollow-up options for going to Live and work in South-East Asia. vancouver
seems to be a good base from which to do this and to be involved in Astan
communities before we get to Asta. we are aiming to ) find jobs to sustain us,
whichmay seem like ordinary common sense toyou, but which seems like a bit
ofa novelty to us who have not worked fortwo and, hagﬁyamﬁs (Peter) and three
and a hagﬁy@mvs (Kelly)!'we are Lookinﬁforward to reconnecting with Kelly's
Jriends and becoming involved in her church, granville chapel, and tn the
community at large. 1t has been six years since Kelly has lived in vancouver
() and thatwas still in the SL/’VLg[/G, student phase so she (s aware that there
will be some adjustments tomake upon returning to the . familiar, which has
moved on, even as she has herself moved on in her own divection and now
returns as a marvied, non-student. For peter, this is a new countyy that he
had not ever dreamed of Living in before a year ago, sothere will be some
adjustments for him too. However, we are looking forward to ordinary, every
day life inthis new chapter in our Lives. we don't quite know how it will Look,
but it seems to Look interesting and challenging and fun too. we are hoping
that with some constancy in ourroutine we will be better at corresponding but
we daren't promise anything! we would love to hcowfrom&ow too, when you
Jind amoment. our email addvress stays the same: peterkellyepasschiermet
and, if youwant to check out some photos and other info concerning us, we are
hoping to update our website this month: peterkelly.passchiermet
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For those who want to pray [ for us:

we are thankful...

o foragood ending to our time at All Nations and finishing our degrees

o _forthis time in The Netherlands to catch up and reconnect with church,
Jriends and family

o forexciting prospects for the tmmediate future.

we askK...

o thatwe can arrange all that needs to be arranged, for peterto move to
canada

o thatwe can find appropriate jobs in vancouver

o thatwe can adjustwell to the new life sttuation

o thatwewould L/nt@gratc well into the commz/m&y in vancouver:

All best wishes, Peter & Kelly
patcr/{céby@pa&schicr. net

http://p@tar/{dby. passchiermet

Grachtstraat 49

9717 HK. Groningen

The Netherlands

+3150 5711375

+316 44348083

(until November 2, 2004)

1605 W.66th Avenue
vancouver, BC

canada V6P 251

604 2669861

(after November 3, 2004)



